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Inequality in the Process of Attaining Higher Education
—a Survey of a Univerdty' s Studentsfrom Rura Areas

WAN G Chu-hui L1 Na?

(1. Institute of Higher Education, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071;
2. Zhou Enlai School of Government, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071)

Abgract : This study investigate equity issues in the process of attaining education from the two
perspectives of study and graduation. Usng qualitative research methods, he study interviews 28
students whose resdential originisrural area. There are three mainfindings. First, thereisinequality
in the process of attaining higher education. For students in the same higher education institution,
studentsfrom different social classes have different amount of resources. Secondly, main factorsinin-
equity in higher education include disparitiesin terms of economic, social and cultural capital andin the
quality of education received in senior high school. Thirdly, inequality in the input higher education
process leads to inequality in the output — graduate employment.
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